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This monograph by Henry E. Butler, Jr., K. D. Moran, and Floyd 
A. Vanderpool, Jr. is one of a series of stnie-of-the-knowledge 
papers dealing with the general topic of student control and stu- 
dent rights in the public schools. The papers were prepared through 
a cooperative arrangement between the ERIC Clearinghouse on 
Educational Management and the National Organization on Legal 
Problems of Education (NOLPE). Under this arrangement, the 
Clearinghouse provided the guidelines for the organization of the 
papers, commissioned the authors, and edited the papers for con- 
tent and style. NOLPE selected the topics and authors for the 
papers and is publishing them as part of a monograph series. 

The authors discuss the legal problems associated with the col- 
lection and use of information about students by public elementary 
and secondary schools. After reviewing the history of the right to 
privacy, they analyze constitutional and statutory provisions, legal 
cases, and state board of education rules to determine the legal 
principles that govern the inspection, copying, and expunging of 
student records. 

Dr. Butler, a professor of educational administration at the Uni- 
versity of Arizona, has been head of the university’s Department 
of Educational Administration since 1969. Me received his bache- 
lor’s degree with honors in 1938 from Yale College, his law degree 
in 1941 from Yale Law School, and his doctor’s degree in I960 from 
the University of California at Berkley. 

Dr. Moran is the editor of NOLPE NOTES and the assistant ex- 
ecutive director of the Kansas Association of School Boards. Me has 
been a visiting professor of school law at llic University of Kansas 
and other Kansas colleges. He lias also served as a classroom 
teacher, principal, and school superintendent. He holds two bache- 
lor’s degrees from the University of Kansas (1954 and 1956), a 
master’s degree from Kansas Slate University (I960), and a doctor’s 
degree from the University of Kansas (1967). 

Dr. Vanderpool is principal of an elementary school in Denver, 
Colorado. He received his bachelor's degree in 1952, his master’s 
degree in 1958, and his doctor’s degree in 1970, all from the Uni- 
versity of Denver. The title of his doctoral dissertation is Con- 
fidentialiiy of Pupil Personnel Records in the Public Schools of the 
United States , 
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Philip K. Piele, Director 
ERIC Clearinghouse 
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Marion A. McGhehey, 
Executive Secretary 
NOLPE 



ERIC and EPJC/CEM 



The Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) is a na- 
tional information system operated by the United States Office of 
Education. ERIC serves the educational community by dissemi- 
nating educational research results and other resource information 
that can be used in developing more effective educational pro- 
grams. 

The ERIC Clearinghouse on Educational Management, one of 
twenty such units in the system, was established at the. University 
of Oregon in 1966. The Clearinghouse and its nineteen companion 
units process research reports and journal articles for announcement 
in ERIC’s index and abstract bulletins. 

Research reports are announced in Research in Education (RIE), 
available in many libraries and by subscription for $21 a year 
from the United States Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402. Most of the documents listed in RIE can be purchased 
through the ERIC Document Reproduction Service, operated by 
Leasco Information Products, Inc. 

Journal articles are announced in Current Index to Journals in 
Education. CIJE is also available in many libraries and can be 
ordered for $39 a year from CCM Information Corporation, 909 
Third Avenue, New York, New York 10022. Annual and semi- 
annual cumulations can be ordered separately. 

Besides processing documents and journal articles, the Clearing- 
house has another major function — information analysis and syn- 
thesis. The Clearinghouse prepares bibliographies, literature re- 
views, state-ol'-the-knowledge papers, and other interpretive re- 
search studies on topics in its educational area. . 



NOLPE 



The National Organization on Legal Problems of Education 
(NOLPE) was organized in 1954 to provide an avenue for the study 
of school law problems. NOLPE does not take official positions 
on any policy questions, does not lobby either for or against any 
position on school law questions, nor does it attempt in other ways 
to influence (he direction of legislative policy with respect to public 
education. Rather it is a forum through which individuals inter- 
ested in school law can study the legal issues involved in the oper- 
ation of schools. 

The membership of NOLPE represents a wide variety of view- 
points — school board attorneys, professors of educational admin- 
istration, professors of law, state officials, local school administra- 
tors, executives and legal counsel for education-related organiza- 
tions. 

Other publications of NOLPE include the NOLPE SCHOOL 
LAW REPORTER, NOLPE NOTES, NOLPE SCHOOL LAW 
JOURNAL, YEARBOOK OF SCHOOL LAW, and the ANNUAL 
CONVENTION REPORT. 
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THE FIRST SERIES OF FIVE PAPERS ON STUDENT 
CONTROL AND STUDENT RIGHTS ARE COMPLETE 



They include: 

L Legal Aspects of Control of Student Activities by Public 
School Authorities, by E. Edmund Reutter, Jr., professor of 
education, Columbia University; 

2. Rights and Freedoms of Public School Students: Directions 
from the 1960s, by Dale Gaddy, director, Microform Project, 
American Association of Junior Colleges, Washington, D.C.; 

3. Suspension and Expulsion of Public School Students, by 
Robert E. Pliay, associate professor of public law and govern- 
ment, University of North Carolina; 

4. Legal Aspects of Crime Investigation in the Public Schools, by 
William G. Buss, professor of law, University of Iowa; and 

5. Legal Aspects of Student Records, by Henry E. Butler, Jr., 
professor of educational administration. University of Arizona; 
K. D. Moran, assistant executive director of Kansas Associa- 
tion of School Boards, Topeka, Kansas; Floyd A. Vanderpool, 
Jr., principal, Stober Elementary School, Lakewood, Colorado. 



T. INTRODUCTION 



Permanent siudenl records have been kept in the United States 
since 1S38, when Horace Mann introduced the school register in 
Massachusetts. The school register recorded the names of students 
and the date they enrolled, withdrew, and were promoted: it also 
reported disciplinary actions. About the same time in Connecti- 
cut, Henry Barnard developed a similar register. 1 Soon attendance 
records became an “index of school efficiency.” 2 

The scientific movement in education led to the need for better 
survey techniques, tests, and measurements, making records based 
only on attendance inadequate.-'* In 1909, Charles M. Lamprey, di- 
rector of the Boston Model School, published the first individual 
student record, which was adopted by the Boston school system in 
1910. 

Tn 1912, the National Education Association (NEA) appointed a 
Committee on Records and Reports. The committee was of much 
value in standardizing the terms used in, and the procedures for, 
compilation of pupil records, but its main emphasis remained on re- 
cords of attendance. 4 

In 1925 another NEA committee recommended the use of the fol- 
lowing types of pupil records: teacher’s daily register book, pupil’s 
general cumulative record, pupil’s health and physical records, 
guidance record, pupil’s psychological clinic record, and principal’s 
office record/’ This report had far-reaching influence on the keep- 
ing of records. The strongest influence was the proposal for the 
implementation of a cumulative record for each child. In t928 the 
American Council on Education made available the first cumula- 
tive record folder, and in 1942 the publication of Appraising ;\nd Re- 
cording Student Progress by Smith and Tyler initiated the cumula- 
tive record system on the comprehensive basis that we know it to- 
day. 0 This cumulative record has become the repository of all the 
accumulated information concerning a child and liis family. 

1 W. Yeager, Administration and the Pupil 329 (1949). 

2A. Moehlman, Child Accounting, Journal of Educational Research (April, May, June 
1924). 

■'‘Yeager, Administration, 329. 

4/d. at 330. 

G/d. at 100, 

®A. Traxler &' R. North, Techniques of Guidance (1966). 
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